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ence. Determined to bring her to submission and get her
thoroughly under control, he arrived one day at Windsor,
bringing with him Lord Eldon, the Lord Chancellor.
Lord Eldon treated himself with great solemnity as an
exemplary Christian and England's Lord Chancellor, but,
behind his back the Regent and all the royal family called him
"Old Baggs." Lord Eldon3 s family came from coal, and he had
not fully emancipated himself from the attitude of mind of a
class of society so far removed from the one he had now reached.
When he and the Regent arrived at Windsor, Charlotte was
had down into the Queen's room, and there, confronted by
her grandmother, the Regent, Princess Mary, Lady de Clifford,
and Lord Eldon, she received her punishment.
Her father demanded what she meant by refusing to have a
governess. She referred him to her letter i On this he and the
Queen both began to abuse her, the Regent denouncing her
as "a stiff-necked, stubborn girl and a siny fool." "Besides/*
said the Regent, "I know all that passed in Windsor Park,
and if it were not for my clemency, I would shut you up for
life. Depend upon it, as long as I live you shall never have an
establishment unless you marry."
Lord Eldon, "in a very rough manner," then propounded
to her the English law regarding the power of the sovereign
over members of his family. Finally, the Regent, turning to
his Chancellor, asked him what he would do with such a
daughter.
"If she were mine," he replied, "I would lock her up."
While all this was going on Charlotte had managed to appear
surprisingly calm, and to all their invective had replied not
one word. But to be humiliated in this way was torture to
her, and afterwards, taking refuge in the room of one of her
aunts, she completely broke down, sobbing out, "What would
the King say if he could know that his granddaughter had been
compared to the granddaughter of a collier."
But the affair had made a deeper impression on her than
could be effaced by a burst of tears. For the first time her light-
hearted gaiety had been brought up short against positive
hardness, her extremely sensitive nature had received a most
unexpected shock. The Regent had been harsh to her before
this, but she had believed that beneath his domineering ways
lay a depth of affection on which at a critical moment she
could draw. Now she realized that if her wishes did not
always coincide exactly with his he would be ruthless. After
this, we hear for the first time of her health not being perfectly